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considered that his poems expressed the principles at the foundation of his faith.
He thought, with Arthur Hallam, "that the essential feelings of religion subsist in the utmost diversity of forms/' that " different language does not always imply different opinions, nor different opinions any difference in real faith." " It is impossible,3' he said, "to imagine that the Almighty will ask you, when you come before Him in the next life what your particular form of creed was : but the question will rather be, * Have you been true to yourself, and given in My Name a cup of cold water to one of these little ones ?'"
" This is a terrible age of unfaith," he would say. " I hate utter unfaith, I cannot endure that men should sacrifice everything at the cold altar of what with their imperfect knowledge they choose to call truth and reason. One can easily lose all belief, through giving up the continual thought and care for spiritual things."
And again, " In this vale of Time the hills of Time often shut out the mountains of Eternity."
My father's friend, the Bishop of Ripon, writes:
With those who are impatient of all spiritual truth he had no sympathy whatever; but he had a sympathy with those who were impatient of the formal statement of truth, only because he felt that all formal statements of truth must of necessity fall below the greatness and the grandeur of the truth itself. There is a reverent impatience of forms, and there is an irreverent impatience of them. An irreverent impatience of formal dogma means impatience of all spiritual truth; but a reverent impatience of formal dogma may be but the expression of the feeling that the truth must be larger, purer, nobler than any mere human expression or definition of it. With this latter attitude of mind he had sympathy, and he expressed that sympathy in song; he could understand those who seemed
To have reach'd a purer air, Whose faith has centre everywhere, Nor cares to fix itself to form.